consistently the source of many of the essential building blocks in the difficult but relentless pursuit of the mechanism of halothane hepatotoxicity. His early auto-radiographic studies gave us a striking demonstration of the long period of residence of halothane metabolites in the body for up to one month following a halothane anaesthetic; his more recent studies have provided a long overdue definition of the complicated metabolite species arising from both oxidative and reductive pathways.
Professor van Dyke's research has continued to elucidate the mechanisms of biotransformation of anaesthetic agents, the conditions under which certain types of biotransformation occur and more latterly the toxic implications of this biotransformation.
The above merely highlights some of the contributions of these two very distiguished authors to the whole field of volatile anaesthetic metabolism and toxicity. The text does all of this and more. It is beautifully written in a style which is not surprising to those who are familiar with the original research articles of Cohen and van Dyke. It synthesizes a body of research material which, to some who are unfamiliar with this area, has been rather forbidding in the past. The material is totally understandable by the novice in this field yet is equally satisfactory to the research worker in this or allied areas, an achievement only rarely attained by those with a total mastery of a subject. The referencing is not exhaustive yet meticulously selective so that it provides more than enough access for those wishing to introduce themselves to the field and will disappoint few research workers desiring a concise yet fairly comprehensive summary of this field.
Professors Cohen and van Dyke could easily have written a very large text on this subject Anaeslhej"i" and Inlens;"e Care. Vol. VI. No. 3. Augusl. 1978 and it is clear that this could have been accomplished in a much shorter period of time than the beautiful distillation of knowledge which they have provided. It is perhaps too infrequently recognised that to produce a smaller text may well take a great deal more effort but is often more acceptable to the reader. It is clear to this reviewer that "Metabolism of Volatile Anaesthetics: Implications for Toxicity" will become a classic monograph on this subject and it is recommended to trainees, consultants and all those associated with the specialty of anaesthesia and intensive care. As the preface states this book is a companion to Respiratory Physiology -the Essentials, also by West. Although intended for medical students it obviously will be useful for the increasing numbers of Thoracic Physicians, Medical and Paramedical Personnel who participate in Respiratory Care.
The contents are divided into three main sections dealing with Lung Function Tests and their meaning, the function of the diseased lung and the function of the failing lung. A short appendix section which includes a selfevaluation section finalises the book.
This book is recommended to all who are involved in pulmonary and acute medicine. It is a clear, concise and effective text written by the Thoracic Society of Australia visitor for 1978.
O. F. JAMES.
